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population projections : methodology and analysis. New York: Kluwer 
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Session Outline

Introduction (5 min)

A. Descriptive statistics, graphs, tables (5 min)

B. Inferential statistics (10 min)

C. Forecasting methods (10 min)

D. Population analysis and projection (5 min)

E. Economic analysis (5 min)

F. Benefit cost analysis (5 min)



A. Descriptive statistics

Types of data

Â Four types of measurement scales

¹ Nominal

¹ Ordinal

¹ Interval

¹ Ratio

Â Primary data vs. secondary data

Â Enumeration or census vs. sample



Measures of central tendency

Â Mean

¹ Sum of items / Count of items

Â Median

¹ Sort items high to low

¹ Select middle item, or average of two middle 

items

Â Mode

¹ What value occurs most often?

¹ Bimodal distributions



Measures of dispersion

Â Range

¹ High value minus low value

Â Variance

¹ Subtract the mean from each value

¹ Square each difference

¹ Sum the squares of the differences and 
divide by the number of cases

Â Standard deviation

¹ Take the square root of the variance

¹ Can relate to original units



Using 

Tables
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Investigate

Association



Types of Graphs










